Terms, Conditions, Disclosures & Disclaimers

1. The information on this page governs your use of the Morgan & Gotcher Law web site. Your
use of the site is your acknowledgment that you understand the terms and conditions set out here
and that you agree to comply with these terms and conditions. We reserve the right to change
these terms and conditions from time to time without otherwise providing notice.

No Attorney-Client Relationship Formed: All materials on this web site are provided for
informational purposes only and do not contain legal advice, legal opinions, or any other form of
advice regarding any specific facts or circumstances. The transmission and receipt of information
contained on this web site neither forms nor constitutes an attorney-client relationship with The
Law Office of Morgan & Gotcher, or any of its members, associates, staff, or consultants. Any
use of the information contained on this web site or transmittal of information from emails on

this web site does not give you a reasonable basis for a belief that such use creates an attorney
client relationship between you and The Law Office of Morgan & Gotcher.

Transmission of Information: If you would like The Law Office of Morgan & Gotcher to
represent you, the best way to initiate a discussion about that representation is to contact us at
903-455-3183. Prior to engaging in any attorney client relationship we must perform a conflicts
check. This protects you and our current and former clients. Under no circumstance should you
provide us with information pertaining to a matter without first speaking to one of our attorneys
and receiving confirmation that the appropriate conflicts checks have been cleared and the firm
determines that it is otherwise able to accept the representation of you.

Confidentiality of Information: If you email or otherwise provide information, materials, or
documents prior to your receipt of confirmation that the appropriate conflicts checks have
cleared, we may not be able to treat any such nformation as privileged, confidential, or protected
mformation.

Limitation of Liability: Although The Law Office of Morgan & Gotcher Law makes reasonable
efforts to keep material on this web site current, please understand that laws, regulations, other

legal authorities, and other information change quickly and may not be fully reflected on this site
without delay. Therefore, you should not act upon any information on this website without

seeking professional counsel. The Law Office of Morgan & Gotcher makes no warranties,
representations or claims of any kind with respect to any of the information on this web site,
including without limitation to the accuracy, completeness, and suitability for any purpose of
this information. Under no circumstance will The Law Office of Morgan & Gotcher or any of its
members, associates, staff, consultants, representatives, or agents involved in the creation or

delivery of the material on this web site be liable to you or anyone else as a result of damages

from your access or use of material on this web site.

Links: Some links within our web site may lead you to other sites (third-party sites). The Law

Office of Morgan & Gotcher does not have control over those sites and is not responsible for
their content or your reliance on the imformation contained there. Our links to third-party sites do
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not necessarily create an endorsement or approval of any content on those sites. Once you go to a
third-party site, you do so at your own risk. You are subject to the terms, conditions of use, and
privacy policies of the third-party site.

Copyright: The Law Office of Morgan & Gotcher claims a copyright to the material on this web
site. You may use this material only for personal informational purposes. If you wish to use the

material for any other purposes, you must have the express written consent of The Law Office of
Morgan & Gotcher to do so. All rights reserved. Copyright 2014.

Limitations on Use: You are hereby notified that the owners of the email addresses published on
this site do not wish to receive unsolicited commercial email messages for services or products to
the email addresses provided on this site.

You are prohibited from attempting to interfere with the proper function of this site.
You are prohibited from forging any email addresses.
You are prohibited from framing any content of this web site.

You are responsible for all damages and costs resulting from these actions in any way and from
any illegal actions involving the web site of The Law Office of Morgan & Gotcher whether or
not enumerated here. If you have any questions about your obligations set out here, you should
contact The Law Office of Morgan & Gotcher to clarify your questions.

Indemnification: You must defend, indemnify, and hold harmless The Law Office of Morgan &
Gotcher, its members, associates, and consultants from any claims, damages, costs, and expenses
resulting from your failure to comply with terms set out here. If you have any questions about

this obligation, you should contact The Law Office of Morgan & Gotcher to clarify your
questions.

Applicable Law: This Agreement is covered by and interpreted under the laws of the State of
Texas. Venue for any action arising hereunder resides in Hunt County, Texas.

Disclosures and Disclaimers: In the event you believe this web site does not comply with the
rules of the state where you reside, you should disregard its contents and, if you wish, seek
mformation about the services provided by The Law Office of Morgan & Gotcher from other
resources or directly from the firm, its members, associates, staff, or consultants.

The State Bar of Texas requires that we provide the following information:

The State Bar of Texas investigates and prosecutes professional misconduct committed by Texas
attorneys. Although not every complaint against or dispute with a lawyer involves professional
misconduct, the State Bar Office of General Counsel will provide you with information about
how to file a complaint. For more mformation, call toll-free 1-800-932-1900. Tex. Gov. Code
Ann. 81.079.

The Texas Supreme court has adopted the Texas Lawyer’s Creed:
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A Mandate for Professionalism. The Creed addresses a lawyer’s obligation to the legal system, to
clients, and to judges. It also governs the manner in which we deal with opposing counsel.
Because the Creed requires that we make you aware of'its contents, I am enclosing a copy of the
Creed for your review. The Creed requires lawyers to act professionally with each other and the
courts and to not attempt to abuse the system. We support the principles of the Creed and solicit
your support as well

The information on this site is for general information only. Nothing on this site should be taken
as legal advice for your individual case. You should consult an attorney for advice on your own
situation.

To view the Creed in its entirety click here

The Texas Lawyer’s Creed
I am a lawyer; I am entrusted by the People of Texas to preserve and improve our legal
system. | am licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. I must therefore abide by the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct, but I know that professionalism requires more than
merely avoiding the violation of laws and rules. I am committed to this creed for no other reason
than it is right.
Our Legal System

A lawyer owes to the administration of justice personal dignity, integrity, and
independence. A lawyer should always adhere to the highest principles of professionalism.

1. I am passionately proud of my profession. Therefore, “My word is my bond.”

2. I am responsible to assure that all persons have access to competent representation
regardless of wealth or position in life.

3. I commit myself to an adequate and effective pro bono program.

4. I am obligated to educate my clients, the public, and other lawyers regarding the
spirit and letter of this Creed.

5. I will always be conscious of my duty to the judicial system.
Lawyer to Client

A lawyer owes to a client allegiance, learning, skill, and industry. A lawyer shall employ
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all appropriate means to protect and advance the client’s legitimate rights, claims, and objectives.
A lawyer shall not be deterred by any real or imagined fear of judicial disfavor or public
unpopularity, nor be influenced by mere self-mnterest.

1. I will advise my client of the contents of this Creed when undertaking
representation.
2. I will endeavor to achieve my client’s lawful objectives in legal transactions and

in litigation as quickly and economically as possible.

3. I will be loyal and committed to my client’s lawful objectives, but I will not
permit that loyalty and commitment to interfere with my duty to provide objective and
independent advice.

4. I will advise my client that civility and courtesy are expected and are not a sign of
weakness.

5. I will advise my client of proper and expected behavior.

6. I will treat adverse parties and witnesses with fairness and due consideration. A
client has no right to demand that I abuse anyone or indulge in any offensive conduct.

7. I will advise my client that we will not pursue conduct which is intended primarily
to harass or drain the financial resources of the opposing party.

8. I will advise my client that we will not pursue tactics which are ntended primarily
for delay.
0. I will advise my client that we will not pursue any course of action which is

without mertit.

10.  Iwilladvise my client that I reserve the right to determme whether to grant
accommodations to opposing counsel in all matters that do not adversely affect my client’s
lawful objectives. A client has no right to instruct me to refuse reasonable requests made by other
counsel.

11. I will advise my client regarding the availability of mediation, arbitration, and
other alternative methods of resolving and settling disputes.

Lawyer to Lawyer
A lawyer owes to opposing counsel, in the conduct of legal transactions and the pursuit of

litigation, courtesy, candor, cooperation, and scrupulous observance of all agreements and mutual
understandings. 11l feelings between clients shall not influence a lawyer’s conduct, attitude, or
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demeanor toward opposing counsel. A lawyer shall not engage in unprofessional conduct in
retaliation against other unprofessional conduct.

1. I will be courteous, civil, and prompt in oral and written communications.

2. I will not quarrel over matters of form or style, but I will concentrate on matters of
substance.

3. I will identify for other counsel or parties all changes I have made in documents

submitted for review.

4. I will attempt to prepare documents which correctly reflect the agreement of the
parties. I will not include provisions which have not been agreed upon or omit provisions which
are necessary to reflect the agreement of the parties.

5. I will notify opposing counsel, and, if appropriate, the Court or other persons, as
soon as practicable, when hearings, depositions, meetings, conferences or closings are canceled.

6. I will agree to reasonable requests for extensions of time and for waiver of
procedural formalities, provided legitimate objectives of my client will not be adversely affected.

7. I will not serve motions or pleadings in any manner that unfairly limits another
party’s opportunity to respond.
8. I will attempt to resolve by agreement my objections to matters contained in

pleadings and discovery requests and responses.

0. I can disagree without being disagreeable. I recognize that effective representation
does not require antagonistic or obnoxious behavior. I will neither encourage nor knowingly
permit my client or anyone under my control to do anything which would be unethical or
improper if done by me.

10. I will not, without good cause, attribute bad motives or unethical conduct to
opposing counsel nor bring the profession into disrepute by unfounded accusations of
impropriety. I will avoid disparaging personal remarks or acrimony towards opposing counsel,
parties and witnesses. [ will not be influenced by any ill feeling between clients. I will abstain
from any allusion to personal peculiarities or idiosyncrasies of opposing counsel.

11. I will not take advantage, by causing any default or dismissal to be rendered, when
I know the identity of an opposing counsel, without first inquiring about that counsel’s intention

to proceed.

12. I will promptly submit orders to the Court. I will deliver copies to opposing
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counsel before or contemporaneously with submission to the Court. I will promptly approve the
form of orders which accurately reflect the substance of the rulings of the Court.

13. I will not attempt to gain an unfair advantage by sending the Court or its staff
correspondence or copies of correspondence.

14. I will not arbitrarily schedule a deposition, court appearance, or hearing until a
good faith effort has been made to schedule it by agreement.

15. I willreadily stipulate to undisputed facts in order to avoid needless costs or
inconvenience for any party.

16. I will refrain from excessive and abusive discovery.

17. I will comply with all reasonable discovery requests. I will not resist discovery
requests which are not objectionable. I will not make objections nor give instructions to a witness
for the purpose of delaying or obstructing the discovery process. I will encourage witnesses to
respond to all deposition questions which are reasonably understandable. I will neither encourage
nor permit my witness to quibble about words where their meaning is reasonably clear.

18.  Iwillnot seek Court intervention to obtain discovery which is clearly improper
and not discoverable.

19.  I'willnot seek sanctions or disqualification unless it is necessary for protection of
my client’s lawful objectives or is fully justified by the circumstances.

Lawyer and Judge

Lawyers and judges owe each other respect, diligence, candor, punctuality, and protection
against unjust and improper criticism and attack. Lawyers and judges are equally responsible to
protect the dignity and independence of the Court and the profession.

1. I will always recognize that the position of judge is the symbol of both the judicial
system and the administration of justice. I will refrain from conduct that degrades this symbol.

2. I will conduct myself in Court in a professional manner and demonstrate my
respect for the Court and the law.

3. I will treat counsel, opposing parties, the Court, and members of the Court staff
with courtesy and civility and will not manifest by words or conduct bias or prejudice based on
race, color, national origin, religion, disability, age, sex, or sexual orientation.

4. I will be punctual.
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5. I will not engage in any conduct which offends the dignity and decorum of
proceedings.

6. I will not knowingly misrepresent, mischaracterize, misquote or miscite facts or
authorities to gain an advantage.

7. I will respect the rulings of the Court.

8. I will give the issues in controversy deliberate, impartial and studied analysis and
consideration.
9. I will be considerate of the time constraints and pressures imposed upon the

Court, Court staff and counsel in efforts to administer justice and resolve disputes.
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